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Natural hazards-related faults include geological,
abrasion, and suspension faults; the latter
primarily relating to the effects of seabed
currents. Damage related to fish bites has not
occurred since 2006 as a result of revised cable
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Cables and landing stations from Jgleaeography’s submaringcablemap.com de Sl gnS

Average significant wave height (Hs) and locations of subsea cables (black) and landing stations (red)
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Attribution: could it have been the waves?

We had access to a new data base of 5817 cable break events.

Method to select candidates:
« Water shallower than 100m
« Waves bigger than local 90% Hs

Corresponding to 17% of those classified as ‘cable fault’ and 9% of

‘unknown’ origin

Hs at time of fault (only plotting in water <100m and when Hs greater than 90th pen:entile
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LANDSLIDE Examples of likely candidates: attributing ‘unknown’ cable breaks to wave action
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. . . Significant wave height at time of cable breaks: Fault 383 left and 349 right)
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Fatigue from tidal currents

As well as periodic storms causing instant breaks. It is also
important to identify where cables may experience prolonged
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In areas of strong tides, fast currents move across cables. These
maps show red ‘hot spots’ where tidal currents are both fast and
orthogonal to subsea cables
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